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Marine and maritime sectors are crucial drivers for growth and jobs for the EU
economy: they represent roughly 5.4 million jobs and generate a gross added value
of almost 500 billion euros per year.

The European Commission seeks to promote a sustainable path for the development
of EU's Blue Economy.

One of the challenges is that maritime space is in high demand, and increasingly so.
The competing needs of renewable energy installations, oil and gas exploration and
exploitation, maritime shipping and fishing, ecosystem and biodiversity conservation
(Marine Protected Areas), extraction of raw materials, tourism, aquaculture
installations and underwater cultural heritage, as well as the multiple pressures on
coastal resources by an increasing population, call for an integrated planning and
management approach. Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) is described as a process to
analyse and organise human activities in marine and maritime space in order to
achieve specific ecological, economic and social objectives.

As a planning process, MSP has a vital role to play both in terms of maximising the
development potential for crucial activities, such as offshore renewable energy
production, and arbitrating between human activities to ensure that the cumulative
and combined effect of current and future activities does not compromise our
marine ecosystems.

By providing long-term stability, predictability and transparency, MSP both secures
existing activities and encourages investment for growth and jobs.

Objectives

The overall objective of this Call for Proposals is to support the establishment and
implementation of Maritime Spatial Plans in line with the Directive 2014/89/EU27 on
MSP (hereinafter "the MSP Directive").

The specific objectives of this call are: 1) to support concrete actions in Member
States helping to build capacity for the implementation of the MSP Directive and; 2)
to provide support for the establishment of lasting mechanisms for cross-border
cooperation on MSP.

The geographical areas covered by this call include the Atlantic, the Black Sea and the
Mediterranean.
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Themes/Priorities

In order to fulfil the requirements established in the MSP Directive28 and therefore
the objectives of this call, applicants are required to address the following priorities
in their proposals:

Support the work of competent authorities and/or inter-ministerial bodies in charge
of developing and implementing maritime spatial plans;

Use a scenario-based method which should allow identifying and evaluating future
potential uses, needs and maritime spatial development options. Such work should
feed the establishment of maritime spatial plans;

Where relevant, support the development of cross-border cooperation on MSP with
neighbouring third countries;

Support the coherent application of an ecosystem-based approach and the
integration of land-sea interactions;

Ensure an effective engagement with and participation of stakeholders in the design
and implementation of MSP processes;

Develop, review and/or implement a monitoring and evaluation framework designed
to ensure effective and sustainable use of maritime spaces;

Make use of the best available data and information by encouraging sharing of
information.

Core activities
In order to realise the objectives and priorities outlined above, projects should
implement targeted activities resulting in concrete and measurable outputs and
results.
In all cases, the proposed activities must:
1. Be in line with and contribute to ongoing national MSP processes. The proposals
must put forward concrete actions to support national MSP processes and
demonstrate their added value;
2. Wherever relevant consider the different state of progress of MSP in the Member
States involved in the selected area. Proposed actions must be adapted to meet
specific issues and needs linked to the specific state of progress of MSP;
3. Build on prior experiences from past MSP projects, promote good MSP practices
within the targeted sea basins/marine areas and where feasible make use of existing
governance mechanisms and structures.

Meplocotepa: https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/maritime-spatial-planning-msp-projects
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